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The Big Picture 
As a youngster of six or seven years old, I spent some extended holidays at my grand-

parent’s farm near Keyneton just outside the Barossa.  One of the things my older brother 

and I loved to do was muck around in the dry creek beds. There were always interesting 

things to do and build, particularly in one area where we would mine the damp clay, out of 

which we would make all kinds of figures and constructions. 

One day, quite out of the blue for us, a huge wall 

of water came rushing down the creek bed.  

There had been a heavy thunderstorm up in the 

hills. My brother was quicker than me and he got 

out of the creek. Thankfully he was able to grab 

me and help me up the steep bank of the creek, 

but not before I got a real shock and was soaked 

up to my chest. 

We went back to the farmhouse feeling shaken but fortunate to have escaped drowning, 

only to get one hang of a scolding by Granny for getting my clothes wet and dirty.  I loved 

my Grandma but I sure felt that at the time, she hadn’t seen the big picture, and that she 

had majored on the minor.  

How easy isn’t it along our journeys of life to miss the big picture, and major on the                      

minors! I can certainly attest to that, when maybe an issue or a problem is dragging  me 

down.  The whole world starts to feel bleak and dismal. It is then that I need to remind     

myself of the big picture- yes my trousers might be wet and dirty, but I am alive and                

kicking! 

The Apostle Paul had that great gift of seeing the big picture and putting things in                      

perspective, so that we can travel the road of life positively and joyfully. When he writes to 

the believers at Rome in chapter 8 of his letter, he acknowledges the real problems that 

are being faced. Paul is saying to the Christians in Rome, ‘yeah things are tough- there’s 

persecution and suffering- and things are going to get even tougher for you guys. But let’s 

look at the big picture-  “If God is for us who can be against us?”’   If your creator God, the 

creator of the whole universe loves you and has your present and eternal interests deep in 

his heart, then other things, as much of a reality as they are, pale by comparison. If God 

gave his Son for you, he isn’t going to hold back the gift of salvation. If Christ gave his life 

for you, he isn’t going to turn around and condemn you- no matter how bad things are, no 

matter how tough you are doing it, no matter how hard life is pressing in on you.   



He will not withhold anything you need to live for him.  These words of Paul encourage 

the people at Rome to look at the big picture and to live confidently and joyfully.                

They are also addressed to you personally as you confront the ups and downs of life. 

As Paul says: “In all these things we 

are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. For I am convinced 

that neither death nor life, neither            

angels nor demons, neither the           

present nor the future, nor any             

powers, neither height nor depth [nor 

dirty and wet trousers], nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to           

separate us from the love of God that 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

What is God's big picture plan for us as congregations of the Mid Murray parish? Yes, of 

course he wants us to know that we are his loved and cared for children through Jesus, 

and to live joyfully in that confidence. And he calls us to be the Body of Christ in the 

communities where he has planted our churches. That means shining the light and love 

of Jesus into our communities in any way that we can. God's big picture is to draw all 

people to himself in a relationship that brings hope and peace to lives that are fraught 

with hurt, anxiety and hopelessness. May God guide and empower our parish and 

church families to seek his ways and be part of his big picture plan in our small part of 

the world. 

We can so often sweat the small stuff that doesn't serve 

the big picture. We can so easily give our energies over 

to things that in the big picture don't really matter.            

Maybe you've had a disagreement with someone or 

have felt slighted by them  - how can you turn this into a 

situation that brings God's love, even when you find it 

hard to love? 

God wants each of us to joyfully be part of his big picture plan on our life's journey.  

God’s peace and joy be yours as you share that journey in your family, in your friendship 

circles, in your church, your community circles and this world where you have been 

planted in God's big picture. 

                                                                                       Pastor John 



FORSTER SNAPSHOTS 
Blessing of Seed & Soil 

A Blessing of the Seed & Soil service was held at Rob & Dot Haby’s farm, on Sunday 
23rd March 2025 beginning at 10.30am with a morning cuppa, cake & biscuits. 

 
Members from Forster, Bowhill, Nildottie & Mannum congregations attended. 

 
It was a beautiful morning, we began our11.00am Blessing Seed & Soil Service,  

which was welcomed by all. 
 

22 Adults and 7 children worshipped together under the carport, singing and praising 
our Lord as one happy family, with Pastor John Gerhardy officiating. 

 
We were blessed to have Marilyn Schmidt playing the keyboard. Bianca read the first 

reading, Rob read the second reading, with Pastor John reading the gospel.  
Pastor John delivered a children’s talk to the children and members. 

 
A prayer for the seed, blessing of the soil, blessing of the water with the rain gauge  

being filled with water by Wesley, Brax & Mason, and a prayer for all on the land were 
offered to the Lord. 

 
The packets of seed which have been gathered for this Service were brought forward 
and placed on the altar table, the rain gauge symbolising the needed rain to give life 

to the seed in the soil. 
 

After the service, we enjoyed a nibbles, soup and BBQ lunch plus dessert. 
 

We praise God for a wonderful day of fellowship, great weather and pray for rain 
throughout the year. 



FORSTER SNAPSHOTS 
Harvest Thanksgiving 

Mother’s Day 

A big thank you to Yvonne Haby for making these cute 

flower arrangements for all the Mum’s at Forster.             

The remaining ones were handed out at the                       

Walker Flat Riverfront Store. 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving service led by Pastor 

Schirmer, giving thanks for all we receive.            

Some of our Acts of Thanksgiving items 

ranged from fishing gear, musical instruments, 

tools, toy tractor to represent farm work,          

a scooter and even a nail polish kit. 



Sedan Sedan 
AUSTRALIA DAY 

 Sedan hosted an Australia Day Breakfast 
again this year. A reasonable crowd was in            

attendance. Pastor John then led an Australia 
Day themed Church service as it was a Sunday. 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
Pastor Alwin Schirmer was guest preacher on Harvest 
Thanksgiving. Peter & Sue dug out an old windmill 
fan, did some running repairs and set it up as our 
centerpiece for the fresh produce display with the 

theme “water”. Alison ran with the concept and provided creative input.             
A stunning display was put together, along with pantry items.                   

All of this was donated to Lutheran Care in the Barossa.                               
Thanks to Georgie Nickolai for kindly delivering it for us. 



EASTER 
Sedan hosted the dawn service this 

year for Easter.  
Pastor John started the service  

outside the church around  
a small fire at 6.30am &  
we then moved inside.  

A BBQ breakfast was shared  
by all afterwards. 

 
 

ANZAC DAY 
Friday after Easter was ANZAC Day. 

Sedan hosted the community service at 
9am with Pastor John leading us.  
A good crowd was in attendance.  

A breakfast was held with all money 
raised going to Legacy.  

We were treated to a special moment 
beforehand, when local Piper Alistair MacCallum performed in between 

other commitments with the Barossa Pipe Band.  
We continued with our Biographies of Service Personnel. We have  

completed WW1 over the last few years and have now started on WW2.   

DEMOCRACY SAUSAGE 
On election day Sedan once again provided a free  

sausage sizzle. (3rd BBQ in two weeks!) Special thanks to 
Alison & Mark for arranging this and spending the morn-

ing cooking & serving. (with a little help)  
Donation will go to Aussie Hay Runners. 

Maundy Thursday Easter Sunday 



CAMBRAI 
AGM 2nd March 

Followed by a pooled lunch 

Ash Wednesday - March 5th 

The power went out and there was a quick runaround for a generator 

Led by Pastor Welke 

Dean & Bronwyn  

Dean 



CAMBRAI 

Service 4th May 
Followed by a shared lunch 

Children’s Address - April 6th 

Children’s Address 

Welcoming Tania Marschall into fellowship at Cambrai 

- Pastor John, Tania, Kaye & Dean 
Boys on dishes -

David & Dean 

Palm Sunday -  

Lay Led by Peter Graetz 

Good Friday - Led by Pastor Schirmer 

Readers - Andrew, Peter, Mark, Tania, Dean & Julianne 



These Cambrai Ladies Guild members were 
among the 175 people who attended LWSA-NT 

Convention on Saturday 24th May at       
Langmeil Lutheran Church, TANUNDA 

April 9th at Kaye & Kevin Falkenberg’s home 

 

Lutheran Care Packing 

12th Feb 7th May 

We are grateful for the dedicated volunteers  
who sort through the donations to Lutheran Care. 

 
Keep an eye on the bulletin for the next sorting day  

and if you can spare an hour that would be fantastic! 



 

Faye Frahn, Angie Gerhardy, Tessa Sonntag, Colin Sonntag, 

Richard Hein, Denis Jericho, Elisha Woods 

Pastor Peter Welke, Kath Marks, Joan Lindner,  

Trevor Frahn, Joy Burdett, Gloria Wangler 

Peter Wegener, Di Walding, Cheryl Fenemore, Mary Ann Marks,                   

also lit a candle for Kimberley, Thomas Sonntag (Dad Todd) 

 

Baptism Birthdays 
February 

March 

April - May 

 

St. Martin’s AGM  9th February  

Secretary - Tammy Haby Chairman - Terry Schutz Treasurer - Bev Marks 



 

Pastor Joel Grieger was our pastor 

for the service at Mannum on              

9th March as the members of his                   

Parish were spending their long 

weekend at the caravan park. 

VISITORS 

Members of Bordertown and Keith Congregations 

Children’s Address with Pastor Joel  

 

Mother’s Day & Good Shepherd Sunday 

Pastor’s Children’s Message 

The Sunday School 

children presented 

all the mums with              

a flower and a             

special message for 

Mother’s Day 

Welcome & opening 

Prayer by Richard Hein 

Shaylee  handing out flowers 



Palm Sunday 

Shaylee , Poppy, Hugh, Thomas 
Chase, Charlie, Alyssa  

The Sunday School children entered 

the Church carrying palm branches Children’s Address 

 Maundy Thursday 

Stripping of the altar 

 
Good Friday 

Organist: Phil Wilksch. Readers: Tammy Haby,             
Angie Gerhardy, Denis Jericho, Barry Ramm,                       

Coral Ramm, (Back) Terry Schutz, Brett Sonntag 

The service 

began  

with the 

breaking of 

the curtain 



This year we were able to celebrate Easter Sunday at Mary Ann Reserve with a delicious 

breakfast, followed by a lovely service led by Pastor John and attended by a crowd             

of about 150 people.  

The service was filled with beautiful music from the band and a wonderful Easter message. 

The children were occupied with fun activities provided by the Sunday School teachers.  

A light, but welcomed, shower of rain meant a quick pack up. A big thank you to everyone 

who helped put together this Easter service. 

Easter Sunday  

Breakfast & Outdoor Service  

at Mary Ann Reserve 



Opening and welcome 
by Rex Bormann and 
readers assisted during 

the service. 

Rex Bormann 
Steven Marks 

Barry Ramm 

Christine Wilksch 

Richard Hein 

Children’s Talk with Pastor John 

Kerry Sonntag 
Patrick Eggers 

Caitlin Haby 

Andrew Ludwig 

Angie Gerhardy 

Janelle Haby Wayne Frahn and Mid Murray 
Council Mayor - Simone Bailey Ari Schutz & Easter Bunny 



HARVEST  

THANKSGIVING 

Mannum 

23rd February 

Thanksgiving items 
were brought               
forward by                  

Sunday school children 
and younger members               
of the congregation                  

during the                     
thanksgiving prayers  

Children’s Address with Pastor John  
Thomas & Alyssa  

Shaylee & Harry 

Hugh & Ari  

Thomas & Alyssa  

Shaylee 



World Day Of  Prayer  

Held in St. Martin’s Lutheran Church Mannum on 7th March 

   Featuring the The Cook Islands 

    With the theme ‘I made you wonderful’ 

President of St. Martin’s Women’s Fellowship,  

Lorna Bormann led the service with the assistance of  

Pastor John and readers from the churches of Mannum. 

 

The opening began with the greeting from Christian           

women in the Cook Islands with Kia orana which means -  

May you live long and may you live well.  

May you shine like the sun.  

May you dance with the waves.  

 

Approximately 30 attended the service which was               

followed by morning tea. 

The offering of $321 was forwarded to the  

“Wonderfully Made” project for the women and 

children in the Cook Islands.  

Rosemary Crook 

Claire Nieass  

Coral Ramm 

Anne de Jong 

Angie Gerhardy 

Lorna Bormann 

Pastor John 



 

Cheryl Fenemore reaffirmed her faith at the Mannum 

service held on  23rd February 2025 

Welcome Cheryl to your new church family. 

Cheryl, Lois & Pastor John 

Cheryl & Lois Newton  

 
Blessing of Lenten Devotionals                 

was held on 23rd February and distributed after 

the service and in the days following.  

Our first Lenten devotion booklet was titled                       

“Servant of the Lord”.  Devotions began on                  

Ash Wednesday and continued through Lent               

and Easter, concluding on Easter Monday. 

 

Lorene Ludwig, Andrew Ludwig, 

Pastor Graham and Faye 
Pastor Graham Jenke 

Pastor Graham Jenke               
(Previous Pastor of our Parish) 

was guest Pastor for the 

Baptism Sunday and       

Family Service held at 

Mannum on 18th May. 

Was nice to catch up with 

Pastor Graham and                

Faye again. 



BLESSING OF SEED & SOIL 
The Blessing of Seed and Soil was held on 11th April at the Godfrey/Groth Family 
Farm. The evening commenced with a shared meal after which the formalities 

of the evening took place and fellowship was enjoyed by those present. 



 

 

PALMER HAPPENINGS 
Harvest Thanksgiving on 16th February was held at Summerfield lead by Pastor Gerhardy. 

The display in the church was a lovely array of goods for us to be thankful for. 

Our AGM was held on 23rd February at Palmer and following a service led by              

Pastor Gerhardy. For something different we gathered after for a light lunch that was 

well catered for and enjoyed by all who attended. 



 

 

Palm Sunday and Leo Paech’s baptism – Palm Sunday celebrated not only Jesus’  

entry into Jerusalem but also young Leo’s entry into God’s family. Leo was surrounded 

by his parents & big sister and his sponsors for this important celebration.  

Leo’s Great-Nana E played the organ for the service led by Pastor Gerhardy 

(photo’s of Leo’s Baptism on page 32) 

The procession of Palm 

leaves by Cathy, Mikaela, 

Steven & Peter in to 

church to begin our Palm 

Sunday worship  

Pastor Schirmer led us in worship for a celebration of the Last Supper to commemorate 

Maundy Thursday and then the stripping of the altar to recognise the importance of 

Good Friday. Peter and Clem helped in the ceremony of this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Welke led us in the celebratory worship of Easter 

Sunday. Steven lit the Easter candle to remind us that 

Christ is the Light dispelling the darkness of our hearts & 

minds. Passing of the peace & Communion were also 

shared. 



ANZAC Dawn Service at Palmer 
 

Rex Bormann was once again given the privilege to take a leading part in the Anzac 

Dawn Service at Palmer. The morning was cool and as the sun rose over the Murray 

Plains that morning it set the scene for the remembrance of those who gave their lives in 

sacrifice in the battle of World War 2 and others wars for the freedom we live in today. 

2nd March – another of our visiting Pastors –  

Pastor Welke led us in worship at Milendella where Sue 

played for us on the old pump organ. 

Ascension Day  

– we were led in worship by 

Pastor Bryan as one of our  

visiting Pastors. 

Mother’s Day – Pastor Jentke led us in worship on Mother’s Day. Mother’s present at the 

service were asked to come to the altar for a special blessing of Mother’s and Peter          

distributed a Mother’s Day card on behalf of the Parish for the occasion. 



MID MURRAY PARISH SHED MEN 

14th March  
at Milendella Church Hall,  
enjoying a meal outside. 

Craft activities inside the 
church hall. 

9th May 
at the Forster Church  

Fellowship Room,                          
discussions around a          
campfire outside the 

church. 

7th February 
at Mannum 
Church Hall,  

enjoying  
fellowship  
together. 



Celebrating Birthday's at the Chinese Restaurant for  
Joan Lindner and Russell Male 

Russell Male, Joan Male, Anne deJong, Joan Lindner,  
Rae Clifford and Joan Lindner (birthday girl)  

Clem Bormann from 
Milendella celebrated his 
80th Birthday with family 
on Sunday 5th March at 

Swanport Hotel  
Murray Bridge 

Clem with his Brother 
Rex Bormann and  

Sister Una Zadow at 
his 80th Birthday    

Peter Welke celebrating  
80th birthday  

(3rd May)  
at Murray Heights Lutheran 
Village Centre on 7th May 

with a morning tea with  
fellow residents. 

Jan  and Charmaine helping with  
catering for a local 21st Birthday at 

Towitta Park. Food was a  
collaborative effort between Sedan 

and Cambrai congregations. 

Bishop of LCA SA/NT District  Andrew Brooks addressing 
the gathering  at State Women’s Convention at Langmeil 

Lutheran Church Tanunda on 24th May 2025 



 

 

Same two people , same 
church steps, just 57 

years apart.  As it was 
Rex & Lorna Borman’s 
Wedding Anniversary 
their daughter, Cheryl                         

surprised them and     
attended worship with 
them and insisted that 
they stand on the steps 

for a photo. 

District Synod Delegates: Pastor John Gerhardy, Peter Grieger, 

Linda Schmidt, Denise Frahn, Clem Bormann, Alison Eggers 











 

Amalie Elsie Schultz 

daughter of Andrew and Kirsty  

was baptised in the name of the Father  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  

at Pilgrims of Zion Lutheran Church, Sedan 

on 9th March, 2025 

by Pastor John Gerhardy 

 

Amalie’s  

God Parents  

are  

Andrew Osborne 

Emily Perks 

Rohan Jericho 

 

Leo Hartley Paech 

son of Nathan and Kate 

was baptised in the name of the Father  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  

at Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmer 

on 13th April, 2025 

by Pastor John Gerhardy 

 

 

Leo’s 

God Parents are  

Scott Wegener 

Asha Wegener 

BAPTISMS 



Emmett Vernon Nuske 

son of Keiron and Belinda Nuske 

was baptised in the name of the Father  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  

at former Uniting Church, King Street, Cambrai  

on 3rd May, 2025  

by Pastor Graham Jenke  

 

Emmett’s God Parents are  

Skye McKenzie 

Joel Kroehn 

Amanda Johns 

Wedding of Adam Grieger & Sarah Combe  

   

Adam Grieger & Sarah Combe 
were married by  

Pastor John Gerhardy  
at Towitta Park  

on 29th March 2025. 





DEATHS 

Berendina (Diny) Jannigje Schutz 

2nd August, 1955 - 19th March, 2025 

 

Diny’s funeral service was held on 

Friday, 28th March, 2025 at  

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Mannum. 

Malcolm Edwin Bruhn 

8th July, 1943 - 2nd March, 2025 

 

Malcolm’s memorial service was held on 

Friday, 14th March, 2025 at  

Minge’s Funeral Chapel, Murray Bridge. 

Kevin Rosenzweig 

23rd June, 1932 - 1st June, 2025 

 

Kevin’s private funeral service was held on 

Thursday, 12th June, 2025 at  

Barossa Funerals Chapel 

followed by the committal at the Sedan Cemetery. 

Leigh Smith 

26th August, 1946 - 15th June, 2025 

 

Leigh’s funeral service was held on 

Wednesday, 25th June, 2025 at  

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Cambrai 

followed by the committal at the Cambrai Cemetery. 



 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

 
Parish Office       

80 Cliff Street, Mannum                                 
Ph: 0475 417 872 

Email: admin@midmurraylp.org.au       
Web:  www.midmurraylp.org.au                       

Office Hours:  
Tue, Thu & Fri Mornings: 9am - 12 noon 

 
 

Pastor John Gerhardy  
Ph: 0418 354 424 or Home: 8510 6283 

Email: john.gerhardy@lca.org.au 
Pastor’s day off: Monday 

 
 

Good Samaritan Bookshop                               
61 Randell Street, Mannum    

Ph: 8569 2710                                                                                   
Opening Hours:   

Mon, Tue, Fri 10am - 4pm;  
Thu & Sat 10am - 1pm 

 
   
 

 

Don’t forget to 

check the               

Worship schedule  

in the bulletin for 

service details. 

St. John  
BOWHILL 

St. John  FORSTER St. John’s CAMBRAI 

St. Martin’s 
MANNUM 

Zion MILENDELLA PALMER 

Pilgrims  
of Zion 
SEDAN 

St. Paul’s SUMMERFIELD 
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